
The Right Honourable Chris Grayling MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
 
and 
 
Mr Kelvin MacDonald 
Lead Examiner on behalf of the Secretary of State for Transport  
 
5 July 2019 
 
Dear Mr MacDonald and Mr Grayling 
 
Re; Manston Airport DCO 
 
No doubt you are aware of the increasingly febrile atmosphere in Thanet in respect of RSP 
attempting to open a giant cargo hub in Ramsgate. The news this week that Stone Hill Park (the 
landowners) have sold to RSP has been interpreted by many, and most of the media, as carte 
blanche that ‘Manston is coming home’. A vocal minority are in jubilant celebratory mood.  
 
We are grateful to the Examiners for confirming to the thousands of concerned registered interested 
parties that the DCO continues to progress on a ‘business as usual’ basis. I also respect that any CPO 
element of the DCO is now likely irrelevant, assuming that the land purchase completes. 
 
My concerns are, however, much wider in context than the comprehensive examination that has 
been undertaken thus far. In the Examiners 5th questions, (published 3rd July 2019) it contains the 
following quote from the lawyers acting for RSP in respect of the sale, and pending examination 
timetable closure;  
 
1“The letter from BDB Pitmans LLP dated 2 July 2019 states that: “Completion of the transaction is 
expected by 11 July 2019 at the latest.” and that: “The Applicant will provide a fuller summary of its 
overall case in the light of this significant development, which may not be until completion has taken 
place. Any submissions made after 9 July 2019 will be made to the Secretary of State for Transport 
[SoST].”   
 
Naturally, I ask myself what does this mean? How is RSP able to submit their ‘full summary of overall 
case’ after the examination has closed, and directly to the Secretary of State? 
 
I am therefore writing to ask for the Examiners clarification as to what this statement of intent 
means by RSP and whether or not this direct application is permitted or intending to supersede or 
override the Examination and its pending outcome?  
 
I would also like to ask the Secretary of State to confirm whether the thousands of registered 
interested parties will also have the same inclusive ability to state their case directly to him, if this is 

                                                             
1 https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020002/TR020002-
004586-TR020002%20ExA%20Fifth%20Written%20Questions.pdf 
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the gift self-afforded to RSP? What is this back-door route they are suggesting and are you aware of 
the immediate concerns such a statement will generate? 
 
We will all agree that the Examination is critical to a quality, fair, evidence-based approach to a DCO 
and is the correct and appropriate process. Without this examination, the thousands of concerned 
residents of Ramsgate would remain voiceless, as we have for years.  
 
As it is, we find no comfort from the airline owning MP for Thanet South Craig Mackinlay, nor the 
self-declared spokesperson for RSP Sir Roger Gale, MP for Thanet North. Between these MPs and 
RSP with their apparent direct line, what hope do we, the significantly concerned majority have? Our 
faith and future is placed firmly and solely with the Examiners and I resent the implication by RSP 
that they’ll simply carry on with their case regardless of the Examination period ending. This is 
disrespectful.  
 
RSP has had years to ‘get this right’ and yet, shows years of failing to do so, whilst the hundreds and 
hundreds of additional examination questions remain unanswered or unverified, and we residents 
remain in the dark, worried that things are now going underground.  
 
Despite two administrations of Thanet District Council previously rejecting a CPO in resect of the 
dormant airfield, the residents of Ramsgate continue living with the misery and threat in respect of 
the prospect of a huge cargo hub flying directly over our royal harbour every ten minutes at less 
than 300 metres. Day flights or night flights. We don’t want any flights. It is simply not right to put a 
giant cargo airport directly over a large town. To land a plane less than 200 metres over our homes 
without a public safety zone. Without compensation. Without caring we can no longer sit in our 
gardens in peace.  
 
The enormous weight of concern raised, by so many thousands of people, shows the genuine 
opinion of Thanet and Herne Bay. We simply reject the suggestion that our MPs have a mandate to 
ruin our lives purely by fact of their office. If one looks at the sweeping results in the most recent 
local elections, you will see that the significant majority of newly electing local councillors in Thanet 
are also against the prospect of Manston reopening as a giant cargo hub and that this is not a party 
political issue, despite many attempts by others to make it thus. Manston should be apolitical.  
 
I would urge you, implore you, to agree there simply is no need for a giant cargo hub at the end of 
Ramsgate High Street, there is no national need, there is no evidence of viability and there is every 
suggestion that much of the support for this cargo hub is in fact anti housing, anti-regeneration 
sentiment. The applicant is suggesting that the national need includes freeze dried fish, and 
racehorses and I personally find this insulting. This application generates more questions than it 
answers at each and every step of the way, and the facts simply do not add up.  
 
I would like to end my correspondence by drawing your attention to an article published last week in 
respect of house prices and economic regeneration in Kent2. Ramsgate now tops this list, and the 
regeneration and movement of inward and upward prosperity can be directly linked to the closure 
of the airport some years ago after it had gone bust for a successive time.  

                                                             
2  https://www.kentlive.news/news/kent-news/kent-postcodes-highest-property-price-
3031896?fbclid=IwAR05wtfx0yDPFRINGCEoOKx0Ez5WCkh5cBcjn3-5x22K9f3CFwK5b5hC3-4 
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I would ask you; why would anyone want to reopen this long dormant airfield and take it from three 
flights a week to a flight every 10 minutes directly over the heads of 40,000 people? This is a genuine 
and distressing prospect, not borne out of evidence or a viable business plan, nor supported by any 
effective noise contours, sound mitigation or consideration of the catastrophic impact on the natural 
environment and our health. The only noise contours we can rely on, which show us the shocking 
extent of possible impact, we have had to fund raise and pay for ourselves. This seems morally 
wrong to me.   
 
Please therefore, could you Mr MacDonald confirm what the consequence is, of RSP intending to 
‘make their full case’ directly to the Secretary of State, and could you the Secretary of State, please 
confirm whether we thousands of interested parties, can also make our full case directly to you in 
due course? I expect and would welcome the answer to the latter to be a ‘no’ and that by default, 
your response includes RSP or at least clarifies the nature and scope of what looks like a direct line 
to me, and circumvention of the Examination process.   
 
I hope to hear from you in due course and thank you in advance for considering my concerns.  
 
With best wishes 
 
Laura Marks 
 

 
 

  
 
PS; I also want you to know that Elms Avenue is in a heritage action zone and is directly under the 
flightpath, where previous sound monitors recorded noise in excess of 100DB in the grounds of the 
school opposite my house. Are we to have our lives shattered by a dirty great cargo hub that the 
country simply doesn’t need so that sentiment and pet projects can outweigh the lived experience?  
 
East Kent deserves SO much better. 
 
 




